Show What You Know: Using Material from Outside Sources

True or False: Answer True or False to the following questions.

_____ 1.  Only direct quotes need to be credited in research.

False: All words, ideas and images that are not common knowledge must be credited. What kinds of ideas qualify as common knowledge? 

_____ 2.  There are legal and monetary penalties for using even the ideas created by someone else without his or her permission or acknowledgement.

True: Many writers, filmmakers and other artists have been assessed substantial monetary penalties through the courts for misappropriating the words, ideas and images created by others.

_____ 3.  Changing one or two words in a selection (synonym replacement) is sufficient to make the resource original and therefore unnecessary to document.

False: When using material from another source, the researcher must substantially change the words and format of the original.

_____ 4.  It is best to retain the same sentence structure and idea sequence when summarizing material.

False: Even the syntax or sentence structure and sequence must be changed when using print material. Following too closely even in the structure makes it too easy to replace individual words with synonyms. Also, sentence structure is often an important part of an author’s style.

_____ 5.  There are several systems or style guides for giving credit to material that is not your own and must be cited.

True: The most popular formats include MLA (Modern Language Association), APA (American Psychological Association). 
_____ 6.  Not only text, but also images and audio files should be credited.

True: Ideas can be transmitted in print and non-print through many different media. When producing a print research product, text resources tend to be the most common. When producing a slide show or other multimedia product, even images and sounds should be credited.

_____ 7.  A research project should never contain more than two citations per page or segment; it implies the researcher has no original thoughts.

False: The term “research” implies that there are many ideas and facts that are not known to the researcher. Researchers are searching for new truths or creating new ideas based on the foundation work of others. Documentation should be based on the sincere effort to credit all thoughts, ideas and images that are not common knowledge. There is no magic number of citations per page, slide or research product. 

_____ 8.  Any information a researcher obtains from the Internet does not need to be credited; it’s copyright free. 

False: The delivery method of information is irrelevant. If the information is not your own, it does need to be documented. A webmaster should even check with the creators of other web pages to obtain permission for linking to those sites.

_____ 9.  Information on the Internet is juried or checked for accuracy; if it wouldn’t be true, it wouldn’t be there.

False: While some sites do include criteria for selection of material contained on the page or pages placed on the web, they are in the minority. Anyone can place anything on the web without regard for truth or taste. There are even many parody sites that are complete hoaxes.

_____ 10. Full-text articles obtained online through research databases like EBSCO and Sirs Discoverer are free websites and can be freely cut and pasted into research documents.

False: This statement is false for several reasons. Full text resources obtained from an online research database are the same as print versions of those resources; only the delivery method is different. As such, all the rules that govern print resources apply. Second, it is never appropriate to cut and paste information and pass it off as your own. “Cut and paste plagiarism” is a very serious theft of intellectual property.

